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Purpose: 


The resources below contain technical, critical, and theoretical observations on texts, technology, 
and speculative fiction. I aim to reconcile the content discussion in my secondary examination 
more closely here with the theoretical and academic perspectives on American spec. fic. 


Research Questions: 


How does speculative fiction operate as an expressive mechanism for understanding 
humanity’s complicated relationship to science and technology? 

Which critical/theoretical modes offer the most productive means for interrogating 
speculative fiction? 


Potential Themes: 


Communication theory, from telegram to twitter 

The human condition and alienation 

Embodiment (posthumanism, avatar emergency, A.I.) 

Identity (learning, voice, persona) in the midst of a paradigm shift (Kuhn) 

Systemic hegemony (sci-fi and our understanding of social and political power systems) 
Critical theory in speculative fiction (Marxism, surrealism, and psychoanalysis and their 
manifestations in spec. fic.) 
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